Art & Design

When you imagine an artist or designer at work, you might be picturing
somebody indulging in their hobby and not actually doing any ‘work’.

Working in Art and Design might seem like a wonderfully idyllic and relaxed
career choice, where you have pure freedom to let your creative juices
flow. However, it may shock you to know that these career paths are
actually a lot of hard work. So before you make the decision to get into art
and design, you should firstly discover what it is really all about.

To work as an artist or designer you are going to need to be creative and
have a keen eye for colour and detail. In order to be successful you must
have the ability to know what looks good, to come up with new ideas and to
develop your own style.

However, creative flair alone is not enough. Many people who work in Art &
Design work independently and many work on a freelance basis and
therefore have no regular income and work from one job to another.

Careers in Art and Design can span many different specialist areas, from:

Painting
Photography

Prop design
Architecture
Animation

Art conservation
Fashion
Photographer
Sculpture
Landscape Gardener
Furniture Designer



Fine artists, photographers, and designer craftspeople (e.g. jewellery
designers, silversmiths and woodworkers) tend to take a more freelance
career route in pursuing their passion, developing their own individual style,
exhibiting and finally selling their work.

Graphic Designers can work in many different areas, from book design in
the publishing industry, to web design and packaging design for the food
and drink industry. Some Graphic Designers work on a freelance basis,
whilst many work for niche design agencies or as part of in-house
departments of larger companies. You will often be working on various
projects simultaneously. Life as a Graphic Designer can therefore be
exceedingly fast-paced and challenging as well as highly exciting.

The worlds of engineering and construction would also be nowhere without
the technical design skills of architects, product designers, spatial
designers, landscape designers and mechanical design engineers.

Art and Design careers don’t necessarily involve drawing, painting,
sculpture or computer-based work. Indeed, fashion design and art
conservation are other rewarding artistic careers that you might not have
considered.
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