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Child Development and Care in the Early Years 
 
	KS4

	The aims of this curriculum are:
	 
	 
	 

	We have many students who wish to pursue a career in working with children.  The NCFE Child Development and Care in the Early Years curriculum aims to provide students with the opportunity to gain a vocational qualification that gives a basic introduction to the Early Years sector. It includes the knowledge and understanding of child development and well-being necessary for working with children in a variety of settings. It is aimed at a range of learners who wish to be introduced to childcare and the development of children aged 0-5 years.  The curriculum aims to foster enthusiasm for the subject and subsequently prepare students for careers in related fields in Child Care, Health and Social Care, Psychology, Sociology and Biology.  This curriculum enables students to gain a real insight into all of the challenges, excitement, considerations and responsibility surrounding children’s’ development and the number of agencies and people involved in caring for that development. For this qualification, students will gain knowledge and understanding of:  
· How babies and children grow and develop over the course of their early years (0-5years);  
· The stages and sequence of child development and the impact that life events and influences can have;
· Everyday care routines and the types of activities that support the development of independence as an interception to support children through transition periods during their first five years of life; 
· The range of settings available to support babies and children as well as their parents and carers;  
· Legislation, policies, and procedures in the early years;  
· Expectations, roles and the responsibilities of professionals within the sector; 
· The importance of observing children to support their development;  
· The purpose of planning in early years childcare.

	Below is the Intent of this curriculum.
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Topics 
	Knowledge Covered 
	Skills Developed 
	Assessment 

	Unit 1: Child Development 
	Child development 

Students will study and understand holistic development in the early years.  
Students will describe the physical, cognitive, communication and language, social and emotional development from birth to 5 years.
	In this unit, students will study:
· Aspects of holistic development 
· Physical 
· Cognitive 
· Communication and language 
· Social and emotional



	Learners will develop the following skills that will inform future training and work in the early years sector:  
· decision making  
· observation  
· resourcefulness  
· problem solving  
· planning  
· evaluation  
· reflection  
· interpersonal skills  
· professional behaviours  
· respect and appreciation of others  
· an ability to reflect upon their preferred learning style and identify relevant study skills
	Summative Assessment Tasks:
· Knowledge Test of exam style questions for this topic 


	Unit 2: Factors that Influence the Child’s Development
	Factors that influence the child’s development 

Students will study and understand that nature and nurture may affect the child’s development from birth to 5 years. They will understand the concept of the nature and nurture debate. Describe the different biological and environmental factors that may affect the healthy growth and development of the child. 
Students will identify different types of transitions, their impact and support strategies for the care and wellbeing of children.
	In this topic students will study:
· Nature and nurture 
· Biological and environmental factors  
· Effects of biological and environmental factors 
· Transitions 
· Types of transition 
· The impact of transitions on the child’s development 
· Support strategies 


	Learners will develop the following skills that will inform future training and work in the early years sector:  
· decision making  
· observation  
· resourcefulness  
· problem solving  
· planning  
· evaluation  
· reflection  
· interpersonal skills  
· professional behaviours  
· respect and appreciation of others  
· an ability to reflect upon their preferred learning style and identify relevant study skills
	Summative Assessment Tasks:
· Knowledge Test of exam style questions for this topic and the previous units covered 


	Unit 3: Care Routines, play activities to support the Child
	Care routines, play and activities to support the child 
Students will study and understand  the child’s care needs and the importance of play and activities to support the child’s independence, health, safety, and wellbeing from birth to 5 years. They will understand that every child is unique but their basic needs are the same and that by meeting the child’s needs, the child will achieve their full potential. They will be familiar with the child’s basic and psychological needs based on Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs and will understand ways the early years practitioner can meet the child’s basic and psychological needs. Students will understand basic care routines and the ways these promote the independence, health, safety, and wellbeing of the child. Understand that play is one of the ways in which the child learns and  will know that play can be indoors or outdoors, child or adult initiated, planned, or unplanned, but whichever form it takes it will support children’s holistic development. Understand how different types of play can be planned to support the child’s holistic development and the different type of play activities and resources that can be used when planning
	In this topic, students will study:
· Basic care needs 
· Basic care routines and play activities to support the child’s development 
· Basic care routines 
· Play activities 
· The role of the early years practitioner during play activities 
	Learners will develop the following skills that will inform future training and work in the early years sector:  
· decision making  
· observation  
· resourcefulness  
· problem solving  
· planning  
· evaluation  
· reflection  
· interpersonal skills  
· professional behaviours  
· respect and appreciation of others  
an ability to reflect upon their preferred learning style and identify relevant study skills
	Summative Assessment Tasks:
· Knowledge Test of exam style questions for this topic and the previous units covered

 

	Unit 4: Early Years Provision
	Early Years Provision 
Students will study and understand the purpose, role, and function of different types of early years provision. They will understand the types of early years provision across a range of settings: - understand the purpose of early years provision. Students will understand there are different types of early years settings that offer provision and understand that early years provision varies in accessibility, capacity, facilities and approach, and that these variations may influence parental options and availability of childcare provision for the child and their family or carer.
	In this topic, students will study:
· Early years provision 
· Types of early years provision 
· The purpose of early years provision 
· Types of early years settings 
· Variation in early years provision
	Learners will develop the following skills that will inform future training and work in the early years sector:  
· decision making  
· observation  
· resourcefulness  
· problem solving  
· planning  
· evaluation  
· reflection  
· interpersonal skills  
· professional behaviours  
· respect and appreciation of others  
an ability to reflect upon their preferred learning style and identify relevant study skills
	Summative Assessment Tasks:
· Knowledge Test of exam style questions for this topic and the previous units covered



	Unit 5: Legislation, policies and procedures in the Early Years
	Legislation, policies and procedures in the early years 
Students will study and understand that early years settings are regulated and standardised. They will know what regulation means and the name and function of the regulatory authority. Understand the different terms ‘legislation’, ‘framework’, ‘policy’ and ‘procedure’. They will understand that legislation governs early years settings the terms and relationship between legislation, frameworks, policies and procedures and the basic principles of legislation and frameworks that inform policies and procedures. 
Understand the role of the early years practitioner in maintaining health and safety in the setting. Understand the terms connected to equality, diversity and inclusion and the role of the early years practitioner in supporting these. Understand the term ‘safeguarding’, know different categories and indicators of abuse and how the early years practitioner deals with suspected abuse in line with the setting’s policy. - Understand the term ‘confidentiality’, why confidentiality must be maintained and the role of the early years practitioner in maintaining confidentiality. 
	In this topic, students will study:
· Regulatory authority 
· Legislation and frameworks which underpin policy and procedure 
· Legislation, framework, policy and procedure definitions 
· Legislation 
· Health and safety procedure 
· Equality and inclusion procedure 
· Safeguarding procedure 
· Confidentiality procedure

	Learners will develop the following skills that will inform future training and work in the early years sector:  
· decision making  
· observation  
· resourcefulness  
· problem solving  
· planning  
· evaluation  
· reflection  
· interpersonal skills  
· professional behaviours  
· respect and appreciation of others  
an ability to reflect upon their preferred learning style and identify relevant study skills
	Summative Assessment Tasks:
·  Knowledge Test of exam style questions for this topic and the previous units covered

	Unit 6: Expectations of the Early Years Practitioner
	Expectations of the early year’s practitioner 

Students will study and understand expectations with regards to appearance, behaviour, timekeeping, and attitude when working in an early years setting
	In this topic, students will study:
· Appearance
· Behaviour
· Attendance and Timekeeping 

	Learners will develop the following skills that will inform future training and work in the early years sector:  
· decision making  
· observation  
· resourcefulness  
· problem solving  
· planning  
· evaluation  
· reflection  
· interpersonal skills  
· professional behaviours  
· respect and appreciation of others  
an ability to reflect upon their preferred learning style and identify relevant study skills
	Summative Assessment Tasks:
· Knowledge Test of exam style questions for this topic and the previous units covered



	Unit 7: Roles and Responsibilities within Early Years Settings
	Roles and responsibilities within early years settings 

Students will study and understand roles and responsibilities of those working with children from birth to 5 years in early years settings and the purpose of partnership working within early years provision. 
Understand how partnership working benefits the child, family and early years practitioner. They will understand the specialist roles of individuals working in early years settings and outside of the setting
	In this topic, students will study:
· Early years practitioner roles 
· Partnership working in the early years 
· How partnership working benefits the child, family and early years practitioner 
· Specialist roles within the early years settings 
· Specialist roles outside the early years settings 
	Learners will develop the following skills that will inform future training and work in the early years sector:  
· decision making  
· observation  
· resourcefulness  
· problem solving  
· planning  
· evaluation  
· reflection  
· interpersonal skills  
· professional behaviours  
· respect and appreciation of others  
an ability to reflect upon their preferred learning style and identify relevant study skills
	Summative Assessment Tasks:
· Knowledge Test of exam style questions for this topic and the previous units covered



	Unit 8: The Importances of Observations in Early Years Settings 
	The importance of observations in early years childcare 
Students will study and understand how observations are used in early years settings, the different methods used and the components of recording observations. 
They will understand terms connected to accurate recording of observations and the benefits of observation and sharing observations with others. Students will understand different observation and recording methods and how formative and summative assessment is used within early years settings. Understand how observations support holistic child development birth to 5 years and how it informs formative and summative assessment and future planning of activities to promote holistic development. They understand the different term’s ‘objective’ and ‘subjective’. Furthermore, they will understand the different components of recording observations and assessment of the child’s development. Understand the different methods of observation that are used to record the child’s development. Understand the benefits of sharing observations of the child in an early year setting with parent/carer, other professionals and team members
	In this topic, students will study:
· Observation and recording methods 
· How observations support child development 
· Objective and subjective observation
· Components of recording observations
· Different methods of observation 
· Sharing observations
	Learners will develop the following skills that will inform future training and work in the early years sector:  
· decision making  
· observation  
· resourcefulness  
· problem solving  
· planning  
· evaluation  
· reflection  
· interpersonal skills  
· professional behaviours  
· respect and appreciation of others  
an ability to reflect upon their preferred learning style and identify relevant study skills
	Summative Assessment Tasks:
· Knowledge Test of exam style questions for this topic and the previous units covered


	Unit 9: Planning in Early Years Childcare 
	Unit 9: Planning in early years childcare 
Students will study and understand the child-centred approach to planning and the importance of planning to meet the child’s needs.  They will understand the term ‘child-centred approach’ and the purpose of child centred practice as part of the planning cycle. Understand the purpose of the planning cycle, how planning can support the child’s individual needs and that learning can occur in the moment because of interaction with others and a well-planned environment. Understand each stage of the planning cycle and how this contributes to formative and summative assessment
	In this topic, students will study:
· The purpose of a child-centred approach 
· The purpose of the planning cycle 
· The planning cycle
	Learners will develop the following skills that will inform future training and work in the early years sector:  
· decision making  
· observation  
· resourcefulness  
· problem solving  
· planning  
· evaluation  
· reflection  
· interpersonal skills  
· professional behaviours  
· respect and appreciation of others  
an ability to reflect upon their preferred learning style and identify relevant study skills
	Summative Assessment Tasks:
· Knowledge Test of exam style questions for this topic and the previous units covered


	Non-Exam Assessment 
	Controlled assessment (21 hours)  

Learners will prepare for and begin their controlled assessment. The assessment will be worth 50% of the overall qualification.  
	Learning tasks:  
· AO1 Recall knowledge and show understanding    
· AO2 Apply knowledge and understanding   
· AO3 Analyse and evaluate knowledge and understanding   
· AO4 Demonstrate the application of relevant vocational skills, processes, working practices and documentation    
· AO5 Analyse and evaluate the demonstration of relevant vocational skills, processes, working practices and documentation   
	Learners will develop the following skills that will inform future training and work in the early years sector:  
· decision making  
· observation  
· resourcefulness  
· problem solving  
· planning  
· evaluation  
· reflection  
· interpersonal skills  
· professional behaviours  
· respect and appreciation of others  
an ability to reflect upon their preferred learning style and identify relevant study skills
	50% of the technical award 92 marks 

NEA Externally set Internally marked and externally moderated 

The completion time for the NEA is 14 hours plus 2 hours preparation and research time. The NEA will assess the learner’s ability to effectively draw together their knowledge, understanding and skills from across the whole vocational area. 

The NEA will target the following assessment objectives (AOs): AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4 and AO5.

	Exam
	Units 1 – 9 Revision for the final examination    

During the time, students will recap the content covered in Unit 1-9 with a specific focus on preparing for the final summative assessment.  
	Written Exam 1 hour 30 minutes 
· AO1 Recall knowledge and show understanding    AO2 Apply knowledge and understanding  
· AO3 Analyse and evaluate knowledge and understanding   
· AO4 Demonstrate the application of relevant vocational skills, processes, working practices and documentation  
· AO5 Analyse and evaluate the demonstration of relevant vocational skills, processes, working practices and documentation.   
	Learners will develop the following skills that will inform future training and work in the early years sector:  
· decision making  
· observation  
· resourcefulness  
· problem solving  
· planning  
· evaluation  
· reflection  
· interpersonal skills  
· professional behaviours  
· respect and appreciation of others  
an ability to reflect upon their preferred learning style and identify relevant study skills
	50% of the technical award Written examination
EA Externally set Written examination Externally marked 

80 marks 
1 hour 30 minutes 

A mixture of multiple-choice, short-answer and extended-response questions 

The written EA is a terminal assessment and will assess the learner’s knowledge and understanding of all content areas and target the following AOs: AO1, AO2 and AO3.
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