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Religion and Ethics
	Year 7

	The aims of this curriculum are:
	 
	 
	 

	·  Develop critical thinking skills and promote resilience. 
· Enable students to reflect on their own thoughts, feelings, experiences, ideas, values and beliefs with increasing discernment.
· Develop their knowledge and understanding about religious diversity within the region, as well as nationally and globally.  
· Develop an understanding in which beliefs are expressed - know and understand the significance and impact of beliefs and practices on individuals, communities and societies and connect these together into a coherent framework of beliefs and practices.  
· Embed an understanding of challenging ideas about beliefs and theological concepts and know some sources of authority and teachings within and across religious and non-religious traditions.


	Below is the Intent of this curriculum.
	 
	 
	 

	Term 
	Topics 
	Knowledge Covered 
	Skills Developed 
	Assessment 

	Topic 1 
	Christianity – What is it all about?

In this unit, we learn about Christianity. Christianity is the biggest religion in the world, there are 2.3 billion Christians in the world. There are many denominations of Christianity, and many traditional Christian cultures and beliefs still impact our life in the UK today, despite being a secular society. 
 The Durham Agreed Syllabus recommends that we cover Christianity in Year 7. 
We also find there is great diversity amongst our year 7 students regarding what they have covered on Christianity in their primary schools. 

	· Why do we do religion and ethics? 
· The Trinity. What is it? 
· Who was Jesus  
· Jesus: The miracle maker and the teacher 
· Christian commandments and moral code  
· Life of Jesus: Man of peace or man of conflict  
· Life of Jesus: Death and Resurrection  
· The Afterlife 
· Authority of the Bible 
· How Christianity changed? 
· Pilgrimage in Christianity  
· Celebration in Christianity: Christmas  

	Pupils will build religious literacy by: 
· Developing knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews. 
· Becoming increasingly able to respond to religious and non-religious worldviews in an informed and insightful way. 
· Reflecting on their own ideas and the ideas of others. 

There are 3 elements of Religious Education: 
· Knowledge and Understanding 
· Critical Thinking 
· Personal Reflection 

	Periodic Assessments:  
Extended writing piece on the debate of Jesus being a man of peace or man of conflict. 


	Topic 2 
	How relevant is religion today? 

In this unit, we look at how religion has developed over time and how people’s attitude towards religious beliefs has changed, we also look at understanding why these changes have happened. 
This unit is important in helping students understand why it is necessary to study different religious beliefs and concepts despite whatever our own personal beliefs may be. 
	· Is religion dead 
· How did religion develop 
· Religion – let's find them  
· Can we connect religions 
· Can religions share the same views 
· How did the crusades develop Christianity? 
· Has religion helped people through tragedies 
· Has religion passed it sell by date? 
· Is sport like a religion 

	Pupils will build religious literacy by: 
· Developing knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews. 
· Becoming increasingly able to respond to religious and non-religious worldviews in an informed and insightful way. 
· Reflecting on their own ideas and the ideas of others. 

There are 3 elements of Religious Education: 
· Knowledge and Understanding 
· Critical Thinking 
· Personal Reflection 
	Periodic Assessments:  
Extended writing piece on the debate of how religion can be a source of comfort through tragedy.   


	Topic 3
	Sikhi – do we know all we need to know

[bookmark: _Int_cz2dy6Df]In this unit, we look at the fundamental beliefs in Sikhism e.g., the responsibility and importance of the Gurus, the importance of the Holy book: Guru Granth Sahib, the role of the Khalsa community, how living as a Sikh can have its issues in the 21st Century. The Durham Agreed Syllabus recommends that we cover Sikhism in Year 7 as a growing religion within the North East. 
	· What is Sikhi 
· The first Guru 
· The tenth Guru 
· Becoming Khalsa 
· Where do Sikhs worship 
· Authority of Guru Granth Sahib 
· Sewa – what is it 
· Place of significance  
· Key people in Sikhi 
· Living as a Sikh 
· Pilgrimage in Sikhism  
	Pupils will build religious literacy by: 
· Developing knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews. 
· Becoming increasingly able to respond to religious and non-religious worldviews in an informed and insightful way. 
· Reflecting on their own ideas and the ideas of others. 
There are 3 elements of Religious Education: 
· Knowledge and Understanding 
· Critical Thinking 
· Personal Reflection

	Periodic Assessments:  
Extended writing piece on the debate of how religion can be a source of comfort through tragedy   

Summative Assessment 
End of Year assessment to cover all content from this year. 
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Religion and Ethics
	Year 8

	The aims of this curriculum are:
	 
	 
	 

	· Develop critical thinking skills and promote resilience. 
· Enable students to reflect on their own thoughts, feelings, experiences, ideas, values and beliefs with increasing discernment.
· Develop their knowledge and understanding about religious diversity within the region, as well as nationally and globally.  
· Develop an understanding in which beliefs are expressed - know and understand the significance and impact of beliefs and practices on individuals, communities and societies and connect these together into a coherent framework of beliefs and practices.  
· Embed an understanding of challenging ideas about beliefs and theological concepts and know some sources of authority and teachings within and across religious and non-religious traditions.

	Below is the Intent of this curriculum.
	 
	 
	 

	Term 
	Topics 
	Knowledge Covered 
	Skills Developed 
	Assessment 

	Topic 1 
	If God exists, why do people suffer?

This topic allows our students to explore the importance and value of human life and why religions have different views on life and evil and suffering and who is responsible for evil and suffering. We also look at how religion has developed over time as our understanding of the world has changed. 
	· Does God exist  
· Arguments to prove the God exists 
· What is the design argument  
· What is the first cause argument  
· Arguments against the existence of God 
· The problem of evil and suffering  
· Who is responsible for suffering  
· What does the Bible say 
· Christian responses to evil and suffering  
· The Story of God: Morgan Freeman  

	Pupils will build religious literacy by: 
· Developing knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews. 
· Becoming increasingly able to respond to religious and non-religious worldviews in an informed and insightful way. 
· Reflecting on their own ideas and the ideas of others. 

There are 3 elements of Religious Education: 
· Knowledge and Understanding 
· Critical Thinking 
· Personal Reflection
	Periodic Assessments:  
Extended writing piece on the arguments for the existence of God 


	Topic 2
	Islam, a religion misunderstood? 

As the second largest religion in Britain, we will explore the beliefs and ideas behind Islam, people’s views and opinions of Islam and Muslims and ensure we correct any misconceptions about Islam. The Durham Agreed Syllabus recommends that we cover this. 
	· Islam: What do you know? 
· How did Islam begin? 
· Who was Muhammad? 
· Why did Islam split? 
· The Qur’an. Why is it important? 
· What do Muslims believe about God? 
· The Five Pillars – what are they? 
· Symbolism in Islam 
· Muslim Moral Code 
· Islam and the Afterlife 
· Celebration in Islam 
· Pilgrimage in Islam: Hajj  
· Islam in Britain  

	Pupils will build religious literacy by: 
· Developing knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews. 
· Becoming increasingly able to respond to religious and non-religious worldviews in an informed and insightful way. 
· Reflecting on their own ideas and the ideas of others. 

There are 3 elements of Religious Education: 
· Knowledge and Understanding 
· Critical Thinking 
· Personal Reflection
	Periodic Assessments:  
Extended writing piece on the beliefs of Islam 


	Topic 3 
	Should we always forgive? 

This is an ethical studies topic, and we look at a variety of case studies to embed the understanding of the difference between reconciliation and forgiveness and why people choose to forgive and not to forgive. We cover this unit at this point to be able to compare three different religious teachings on this topic.
	· Should we always forgive  
· Why do people choose to forgive  
· Why do people choose not to forgive 
· Should religious people forgive 
· Is it best to reconcile than forgive 
· What do Christians teach about forgiveness 
· What do Muslims teach about forgiveness 
· What do Sikhs teach about forgiveness  
· James Bulger: A case study 
· Stephen Lawrence: A Case studies  
· A Song for Jenny  

	Pupils will build religious literacy by: 
· Developing knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews. 
· Becoming increasingly able to respond to religious and non-religious worldviews in an informed and insightful way. 
· Reflecting on their own ideas and the ideas of others. 

There are 3 elements of Religious Education: 
· Knowledge and Understanding 
· Critical Thinking 
· Personal Reflection
	Periodic Assessments:  
Extended writing piece on the debate of is it better to reconcile or forgive.

Summative Assessment 
End of Year assessment to cover all content from this year.
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Religion and Ethics
	Year 9

	The aims of this curriculum are:
	 
	 
	 

	· Develop critical thinking skills and promote resilience. 
· Enable students to reflect on their own thoughts, feelings, experiences, ideas, values and beliefs with increasing discernment.
· Develop their knowledge and understanding about religious diversity within the region, as well as nationally and globally.  
· Develop an understanding in which beliefs are expressed - know and understand the significance and impact of beliefs and practices on individuals, communities and societies and connect these together into a coherent framework of beliefs and practices.  
· Embed an understanding of challenging ideas about beliefs and theological concepts and know some sources of authority and teachings within and across religious and non-religious traditions.

	Below is the Intent of this curriculum.
	 
	 
	 

	Term 
	Topics 
	Knowledge Covered 
	Skills Developed 
	Assessment 

	Topic 1
	Is the world just? 

We cover key ethical issues in year 9, as we believe that the students are of the ability to foster a greater understanding of the topics that can impact their life and those around them.
	· Is this just? 
· Is it just to be racially abused? 
· Is it ever just to abuse animals? 
· Is it just for immigrants to seek refuge in the UK? 
· Is our justice system just? 
· Is it just to sentence people to death for committing a crime  
· What is lifelike on death row? 

	Pupils will build religious literacy by: 
· Developing knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews. 
· Becoming increasingly able to respond to religious and non-religious worldviews in an informed and insightful way. 
· Reflecting on their own ideas and the ideas of others. 

There are 3 elements of Religious Education: 
· Knowledge and Understanding 
· Critical Thinking 
· Personal Reflection
	Periodic Assessments:  
Extended writing piece on the arguments for and against animal testing.  


	Topic 2
	Should religion have a say in who you love?
This topic gives students the opportunity to become aware of the factors in relations to the feeling of love and what it entails. Students will cover the following: human sexuality including heterosexual and homosexual relationships, and religious attitudes towards this. Sexual relationships before and outside of marriage. Contraception and family planning. The nature and purpose of marriage. Same-sex marriage and cohabitation. Divorce, including reasons for divorce, and remarrying. The nature of families including: the role of parents and children, extended families and the nuclear family. Contemporary family issues including same-sex parents and polygamy.
	· What is love 
· Is love important to religious people  
· Is love purely for heterosexuals  
· Homosexuality in religions  
· World's worst place to be gay  
· Families and religion  
· Gender equality and religion  

	Pupils will build religious literacy by: 
· Developing knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews. 
· Becoming increasingly able to respond to religious and non-religious worldviews in an informed and insightful way. 
· Reflecting on their own ideas and the ideas of others. 

There are 3 elements of Religious Education: 
· Knowledge and Understanding 
· Critical Thinking 
· Personal Reflection
	Periodic Assessments:  
Extended writing piece on the difference attitudes to love around the world. 


	Topic 3 
	Moral decisions – what would you do?

This topic allows our students to explore the importance and value of humans through several philosophical arguments to form their own opinions on human life. 
	· Divine command ethics
· Natural moral law
· Philosophy and Ethics
· Situations Ethics
· Utilitarianism 
· Case Study 1
· Case Study 2
	Pupils will build religious literacy by: 
· Developing knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews. 
· Becoming increasingly able to respond to religious and non-religious worldviews in an informed and insightful way. 
· Reflecting on their own ideas and the ideas of others. 

There are 3 elements of Religious Education: 
· Knowledge and Understanding 
· Critical Thinking 
· Personal Reflection
	Periodic Assessments:  
Extended writing piece on the debate of is it better to reconcile or forgive.

Summative Assessment 
End of Year assessment to cover all content from this year.
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	Religion and Ethics
	 
	KS4

	The aims of this curriculum are:
	 
	 
	 

	· Develop critical thinking skills and promote resilience. 
· Enable students to reflect on their own thoughts, feelings, experiences, ideas, values and beliefs with increasing discernment.
· Develop their knowledge and understanding about religious diversity within the region, as well as nationally and globally.  
· Develop an understanding in which beliefs are expressed - know and understand the significance and impact of beliefs and practices on individuals, communities and societies and connect these together into a coherent framework of beliefs and practices.  
· Embed an understanding of challenging ideas about beliefs and theological concepts and know some sources of authority and teachings within and across religious and non-religious traditions.

	Below is the Intent of this curriculum.
	 
	 
	 

	Term 
	Topics 
	Knowledge Covered 
	Skills Developed 
	Assessment 

	Topic 1
Y10
	Is life sacred? 

This topic enables students to see the importance of human life and how several factors can affect their role in society. Students will cover the following: good and evil intentions and actions, including whether it can ever be good to cause suffering. Reasons for crime, including poverty and upbringing, mental illness and addiction, greed and hate, opposition to an unjust law. Views about different types of crime, including hate crimes, theft and murder. The aims of punishment, including retribution, deterrence and reformation. They will finish by looking at the pros and cons of the death penalty.
	· What do we mean by sacred 
· What makes us human  
· Are all humans sacred  
· Whose life is sacred – a solider or a terrorist  
· Is a foetus’ life sacred 
· Does religion have a say in the life of a foetus  
· If life is sacred, can someone who is ill chose to die 
· Are animals lives sacred 
· Different religions views on sacred lives 

	 Pupils will build religious literacy by: 
· Developing knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews. 
· Becoming increasingly able to respond to religious and non-religious worldviews in an informed and insightful way. 
· Reflecting on their own ideas and the ideas of others. 

There are 3 elements of Religious Education: 
· Knowledge and Understanding 
· Critical Thinking 
· Personal Reflection
	Periodic Assessments:  
Extended writing piece on the arguments for and against the sanctity of life. 





	Topic 2
Y10
	Should religion have a say in who you love?

This topic gives students the opportunity to become aware of the factors in relations to the feeling of love and what it entails. Students will cover the following: human sexuality including heterosexual and homosexual relationships, and religious attitudes towards this. Sexual relationships before and outside of marriage. Contraception and family planning. The nature and purpose of marriage. Same-sex marriage and cohabitation. Divorce, including reasons for divorce, and remarrying. The nature of families including: the role of parents and children, extended families and the nuclear family. Contemporary family issues including same-sex parents and polygamy.
	· What is love 
· Is love important to religious people  
· Is love purely for heterosexuals  
· Homosexuality in religions  
· World's worst place to be gay  
· Families and religion  
· Gender equality and religion  

	Pupils will build religious literacy by: 
· Developing knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews. 
· Becoming increasingly able to respond to religious and non-religious worldviews in an informed and insightful way. 
· Reflecting on their own ideas and the ideas of others. 

There are 3 elements of Religious Education: 
· Knowledge and Understanding 
· Critical Thinking 
· Personal Reflection
	Periodic Assessments:  
Extended writing piece on the difference attitudes to love around the world.  


	Topic 3
Y10
	Is there life after death? 

In this final unit, we tie together the key religious and ethical aspects e.g. human life, importance of life and roles in society and stretch opinions on the complex topic of death. This is last topic we study as students will have developed the resilience to understand the topic of death. 
	· What does death mean to me? 
· What is the law when it comes to the treatment of bodies 
· Christians views on life after death  
· Day of the Dead 
· The boy who lived before 
· Is there life after death  

	Pupils will build religious literacy by: 
· Developing knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews. 
· Becoming increasingly able to respond to religious and non-religious worldviews in an informed and insightful way. 
· Reflecting on their own ideas and the ideas of others. 

There are 3 elements of Religious Education: 
· Knowledge and Understanding 
· Critical Thinking 
· Personal Reflection
	Periodic Assessments:  
· Extended writing piece on the debate of is it better to reconcile or forgive

Summative Assessment 
End of Year assessment to cover all content from this year.

	Topic 4
Y11
	Religion and the Wider World

Delivered through the PHSE+ and PHSE sessions in Y11, students combine their studies of spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues to a range of different religious understandings. 
	· LGBTQ+
· Honour Based Violence
· Integrity
· Positive Relationships 
· Bereavement 
· Personal Values
· Religious Festivals
· Marriage and the Law
· Individual Liberty 
	Pupils will build religious literacy by: 
· Developing knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews. 
· Becoming increasingly able to respond to religious and non-religious worldviews in an informed and insightful way. 
· Reflecting on their own ideas and the ideas of others. 

There are 3 elements of Religious Education: 
· Knowledge and Understanding 
· Critical Thinking 
· Personal Reflection

	Periodic Assessments:  
Extended writing piece on personal values. 
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