
LISTENING SPEAKING READING WRITING  
AND TRANSLATION

When listening to French I can… When speaking French I can… When reading French I can… When writing or translating  
in French I can…

MASTER

• Pick out details from two or three  
paragraphs spoken at fast pace.

• Speak confidently on four to five topics.

• Give opinions, reasons and facts.

• Use more than two tenses.

• Understand texts of a few paragraphs.

• Understand a variety of texts and topics.

• Identify the tense of verbs (past, present 
and future).

• Write a longer text (more than 150 words) 
from memory.

• Express present, past and future ideas.

EXPERT

• Understand short dialogues of a few  
sentences spoken in more than one 
tense.

• Use opinions with reasons and  
connectives.

• Use two tenses.

• Answer three to five questions on a given 
topic.

• Understand more complicated texts with 
opinions, reasons and two tenses.

• Write 2-3 paragraphs (approx. 90 words).

• Express ideas, opinions and reasons.

• Use more than one tense.

PROFICIENT

• Understand lots of detail in passages 
spoken at a faster pace.

• Take part in a short conversation of at 
least two exchanges of information.

• Understand the main details of a text  
including verb tenses.

• Use a dictionary to look up nouns,  
adjectives and verbs.

• Use a dictionary for verb tables in the 
present tense.

• Write a paragraph (approx. 40 words).

• Only make a few mistakes in spelling 
and punctuation.

• Include the 3rd person.

COMPETENT

• Recognise the person speaking.

• Recognise what / who they are talking 
about.

• Ask and answer simple questions.

• Give an opinion with a reason.

• Describe people, places and things.

• Understand a short text.

• Use context to work out new vocabulary.

• Write a short, simple text (minimum 5 
sentences).

• Include a variety of opinions and  
reasons.

SECURE

• Understand a short passage.

• Write single words when spoken aloud.

• Answer a question using a verb.

• Use simple opinions.

• Use short classroom phrases.

• Understand familiar words in short  
sentences.

• Use familiar words to help understand 
new ones.

• Write sentences including a selection of 
connectives

DEVELOPING
• Understand and recognise short  

sentences /simple instructions.
• Learn answers to questions.

• Answer simple questions from memory.

• Read and understand short phrases.

• Use vocabulary lists.

• Write simple words and short phrases.

EMERGING
• Understand and recognise single words. • Answer questions with single words. • Understand single words.

• Use images to help.

• Copy words from a list with good  
spelling.
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