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	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	25/26

	Date this summary was published
	20.05.25

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	20.05.26

	Name of the school music lead
	Mrs Naomi Robinson 

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	Katherine Cowie 

	Name of local music hub 
	Durham Music Service

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	The KS3 music curriculum at Dene Academy is adapted from the model music curriculum non statutory guidance and a framework for curriculum, pedagogy and assessment in lower secondary school Music by music professor Martin Fautley. 
The KS3 curriculum develops 6 key musical skills: Technical, Ensemble, Composition, Music Technology, Theory & Listening/Appraising through a series of practical based lessons which lead seamlessly into the KS4 requirements for GCSE: 
Technical & Ensemble Performance Coursework
Composing & Music Technology Composition coursework
Theory & Listening/Appraising The final listening examination. 
A full musical intent and learning journey can be accessed on the Music curriculum section of our website. 
The KS4 curriculum follows the specification set out by Eduqas exam board for GCSE music. The GCSE qualification requires students to undertake: 
· 2 performances; one a soloist and one as an ensemble, forming 30% of their qualification. 
· 2 compositions (writing their own music); one on a style they choose and one style set by the exam board, forming 30% of their qualification.
· Sit a 1 hour & 15 minute listening exam with 8 questions assessing the students abilities to discuss the use of musical elements in 8 pieces of music. Forming 40% of their examination. 
During lessons at KS3 students will develop the 6 aforementioned key skills through a variety of projects. 
Year 7 students focus heavily on singing and developing their knowledge of the elements to start the year in lessons where they can use keyboards, percussion & their voices to complete their tasks. They then explore the keyboard in more detail and also explore the use of music technology throughout the year. 
Year 8 begin the year honing their ensemble skills through Blues where they begin learning the technicalities of guitar, bass & drum kit. They then develop this knowledge further by writing their own Blues songs. They then move onto developing their technical skills further in Battle of the bands building on the previous skills. The year culminates with year 8s honing in their keyboard skills and then finally the year ends by using music technology to remix a sample of classical music. 
The year 9 curriculum focuses on deepening musical knowledge towards GCSE standards. Year 9s begin the year focusing in on Film music and learning all about this genre through listening/appraising, technical skill & composing, which links directly to the KS4 area of study 3: Film Music. They then develop their understanding of popular music & music for ensemble in the next 2 projects focusing on ‘songs to change the world and a song-writing project which links directly to AOS4: Popular Music. The year culminates in DeneFest where students can choose their final route through music: exploring the music industry through live sound engineering/set-up, music journalism/critique/podcasting or performance/composition. 
A wide range of musical styles are covered at KS3 which allows students to learn about the cultural and societal significance music has in projects such as: 
· Pitch Perfect (Music of Indonesia & India)
· Samba music (Music of Brazil)
· Songs to change the world (Protest songs/songs with political/social agenda)
· Blues Music (The history of Blues)
· Orchestral Earworms (The Western Classical Canon)

Year 10 focus on deepening their understanding of the elements through a variety of listening & appraising and practical tasks which lead them to their assessment tasks in the form of practise listening questions based on the listening paper examination. Year 10 students will sit 2 mock examinations on the listening paper. 
Students also begin working together as an ensemble and also as a soloist to perform live to their peers to prepare them for their final coursework recordings in year 11. 
Students develop their rehearsal skills and keep practise diaries to help them make progress. Year 10 finally allows students to develop their compositional skills through a variety of compositional tasks set in class. 
Students are guided through how to write songs & pieces from different genres using the composition software: Musescore & Bandlab as well as live composition at instruments which will equip them for the tools they need to complete their final coursework.
Year 10 students begin work on their first piece of coursework in year 10: their free composition – this will be submitted in year 11. 

Year 11 focus on refining and extending their prior knowledge of the elements. Students will be expected to recall, identify & discuss how the musical elements are used across unfamiliar music and also on 2 set works. Assessment of this skill will be via practise questions and a mock examination in exam conditions. 
Students record their final solo & ensemble performance coursework in year 11 in front of a live audience and rehearse independently and in groups leading up to this with targeted teacher feedback. 
Finally, students submit their free composition coursework and begin and submit their exam board set composition in year 11. 


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Currently Dene Academy offers students the chance to learn Drum Kit, Brass Instruments, Vocals, Guitar and Piano in small group lessons provided externally by Durham Music Service. Students who are in receipt of Free School Meals have their lesson fees fully subsidised by Dene Academy to allow equal opportunities and access for all students regardless of financial restraint. Dene Academy is looking to expand the offer to include woodwind in the 25/26 academic year. 
In their instrumental lessons students work towards graded examination pieces. Students have the opportunity to undertake graded examinations with their teachers if they wish from grade 1-8. 
The extra-curricular offer is currently: 
· Rock Band: A club aimed to develop students’ skills playing as a rock band using guitar, bass, keys, vocals & drum kit
· Singing club:  A chance for students to come along in a relaxed setting and sing karaoke style with their peers. This club is currently limited to year 7s only. 
· Musical Theatre club: A weekly club offering students the chance to act, sing & dance and develop their performance skills. 
The music department offers students an open door policy – whereby, if a student wishes to practise they are more than welcome to utilise practise rooms under supervision if they are available during break, lunch & after-school. 


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	A particular highlight of the school calendar is our two showcase events. Dene Academy puts on 2 large scale performances each year in the form of the Christmas & Summer Showcase. Each showcase is a chance for students to audition with a musical or performing arts-based act and participate in a variety style showcase to a large live audience. The whole showcase process is child-centred and encourages students to take an active role in the whole showcase timeline and creation. This allows them to be responsible, resilient, confident and work as a team. The various roles available for students as a part of the showcase planning include: 
· Performing (live on stage, rehearsing & developing their instrumental/vocal skills)
· Backstage Crew (Learning how to safely set up for live performance using a variety of equipment such as microphones, leads, stands & amplifiers)
· Technical Crew (Opportunities to learn technical skills on the sound & lighting desk, also allows for older students to buddy with younger students to teach skills)
· Operational Crew (Roles such as acts runner & assisting performers, passing on messages & ensuring that the show runs smoothly)
· Stage design Crew (Designing the décor and staging such as additional lighting, decorations based on the theme of the show) 
· Front of House (Welcoming guests to the show, showing to seats, assisting at interval times, showing people to the toilets/exits, handing out programs)
· Marketing & Tickets (Designing & putting up posters & advertising to tutor groups, selling & keeping track of ticket sales)
· Photography/videography: (Year 10 photography students encouraged to develop their skills during rehearsals & the show and then afterwards with editing & production.)
The event is well subscribed in all aspects and is a huge success the two times a year we undertake the process. The concert is always sold out and is a significant event in the school calendar. 
We attend events run in collaboration with Durham Music service, yearly events include their rock band day, usually held at New College Durham. This involves the rock band extra-curricular and also the GCSE cohort. It is a fantastic opportunity for students to develop their ensemble performance skills in a short focussed area of time and the performance culminates in a live stream of their work. 
The GCSE students visit New College Durham to watch the final recitals of the performance students there each year. This is always an aspirational event and encourages students to think about their musical journey after Dene. 
We aim to offer a trip to watch a live performance each year, last year it was to take year 7 students out to the Glasshouse, Gateshead to experience a live concert venue. This year we aim to try to take students to see a musical. 
We have previously collaborated with song-writers on the Peterlee 75 project where students collaborate artists to commemorate 75 years of Peterlee in a large scale performance of songs written about it’s history and more recently we have worked with Durham Music service on their Pit Echoes project which involves our brass players performing with Easington Colliery brass band. 


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	Dene Academy strives to make musical education the best it can be for every student. Our aspirations for the near future include: 
· Putting on our first Musical 
· Collaborating with our ALP network to do an interschool music competition 
· Desert Island Discs staff interviews to encourage a love of listening in students 
· Offer a wider range of instrumental learning choices in curriculum music 
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